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Muslim Societies in African History
Written in the wake of the Gulf War, this book introduces the West to everyday Arab-Islamic culture
and society, humanising the region and its people. It ventures behind the headlines to show how Islam is
lived and practiced in daily life in the Sudan, Egypt and Tunisia.

Advances in the Economics of Religion
Explores the genesis of Islam for insight into the nature of ideological transformation.

A History of Islamic Societies
A wide-ranging consideration of the place of dreams and visions in Islamic societies from the pre-modern
period to the present.

Islam, Politics, and Social Movements
This is a study of the structure and composition of the official learning current in medieval Arabic
culture. This comprises natural sciences both exoteric and esoteric (medicine, alchemy, astrology and
others), traditional and religious sciences (such as theology, exegesis and grammar), philosophical
sciences such as metaphysics and ethics, in addition to technical disciplines like political theory and
medicine, and other fields of intellectual endeavour. The book identifies and develops a number of
conceptual elements common to the various areas of official Arabic scientific discourse, and shows how
these elements integrate these disparate sciences into an historical epistemic unity. The specific profile of
each of these different sciences is described, in terms of its conceptual content, but especially with
reference to its historical circumstances. These are seen to be embodied in a number of institutional
supports, both intellectual and social: paradigms, schools of thought, institutions of learning, pedagogic
techniques, and a body of professionals, all of which combine to form definite, albeit ever renewed,
traditions of learning. Finally, an attempt is made to relate Arabic scientific knowledge in the Middle
Ages to patterns of scientific and political authority. First published in 1986.
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Islam and Asia
Writing in the tradition of the great Arab historian, Ibn Khaldun, Akbar S. Ahmed provides an
explanation of Muslim history and society which will be of interest to Muslims and non-Muslims alike.
Islam is popularly seen, especially in the West, as aggressive and fanatic. This readable and accessible
account, by an internationally known social scientist, balances that image, combining an astute
understanding of Islamic history with sociological analysis of contemporary Muslim societies. An
objective picture emerges of the main features of Muslim history and the compulsions of Muslim society.

The Oxford History of Islam
Lawyers, according to Edmund Burke, are bad historians. He was referring to an unwillingness, rather
than an inaptitude, on the part of early nineteenth-century English lawyers to concern themselves with
the past: for contemporary jurisprudence was a pure and isolated science wherein law appeared as a
body of rules, based upon objective criteria, whose nature and very existence were independent of
considerations of time and place. Despite the influence of the historical school of Western jurisprudence,
Burke's observation is generally valid for Middle East studies. Muslim jurisprudence in its traditional
form provides an extreme example of a legal science divorced from historical considerations. Law, in
classical Islamic theory, is the revealed will of God, a divinely ordained system preceding, and not
preceded by, the Muslim state controlling, but not controlled by, Muslim society. There can thus be no
relativistic notion of the law itself evolving as an historical phenomenon closely tied with the progress of
society. The increasing number of nations that are largely Muslim or have a Muslim head of state,
emphasizes the growing political importance of the Islamic world, and, as a result, the desirability of
extending and expanding the understanding and appreciation of their culture and belief systems. Since
history counts for much among Muslims and what happened in 632 or 656 is still a live issue, a
journalistic familiarity with present conditions is not enough; there must also be some awareness of how
the past has molded the present. This book is designed to give the reader a clear picture. But where there
are gaps, obscurities, and differences of opinion, these are also indicated.

A History of Islamic Schooling in North America
Brunei, although a relatively small state, is disproportionately important on account of its rich resource
base. In addition, in recent years the country has endeavoured to play a greater role in regional affairs,
especially through ASEAN, holding the chair of the organisation in 2013, and also beyond the region,
fostering diplomatic, political, economic and educational ties with many nations. This book presents
much new research and new thinking on a wide range of issues concerning Brunei largely drawn from
Bruneian academics. Subjects covered include Brunei’s rich history – the sultanate formerly had
much more extensive territories and was a key player in regional affairs; the country’s economy,
politics, society and ethnicities; and resource issues and international relations.

A History of the Muslim World to 1750
Islamic societies of the past have often been characterized as urban, with rural and other extra-urban
landscapes cast in a lesser or supporting role in the studies of Islamic history and archaeology. Yet
throughout history, the countryside was frequently an engine of economic activity, the setting for
agricultural and technological innovation, and its inhabitants were frequently agents of social and
political change. The Islamic city is increasingly viewed in the context of long and complex processes of
urban development. Archaeological evidence calls for an equally nuanced reading of shifting cultural
and religious practices in rural areas after the middle of the seventh century. Landscapes of the Islamic
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World presents new work by twelve authors on the archaeology, history, and ethnography of the Islamic
world in the Middle East, the Arabian Peninsula, and Central Asia. The collection looks beyond the city
to engage with the predominantly rural and pastoral character of premodern Islamic society. Editors
Stephen McPhillips and Paul D. Wordsworth group the essays into four thematic sections: harnessing
and living with water; agriculture, pastoralism, and rural subsistence; commerce, production, and the
rural economy; and movement and memory in the rural landscape. Each contribution addresses aspects
of extra-urban life in challenging new ways, blending archaeological material culture, textual sources,
and ethnography to construct holistic studies of landscapes. Modern agrarian practices and population
growth have accelerated the widespread destruction of vast tracts of ancient, medieval, and early modern
landscapes, highlighting the urgency of scholarship in this field. This book makes an original and
important contribution to a growing subject area, and represents a step toward a more inclusive
understanding of the historical landscapes of Islam. Contributors: Pernille Bangsgaard, Karin Bartl,
Jennie N. Bradbury, Robin M. Brown, Alison L. Gascoigne, Ian W. N. Jones, Phillip G. Macumber,
Daniel Mahoney, Stephen McPhillips, Astrid Meier, David C. Thomas, Bethany J. Walker, Alan
Walmsley, Tony J. Wilkinson, Paul D. Wordsworth, Lisa Yeomans

A History of Islamic Law
This edited collection brings together expertise from around the globe to overview and debate key
concepts and concerns in the economics of religion. While the economics of religion is a relatively new
field of research in economics, economists have made and continue to make important contributions to
the understanding of religion. There is much scope for economists to continue to make a significant
contribution to debates about religion, including its implications for conflict, political economy, public
goods, demography, education, finance, trade and economic growth.

Arabic Thought and Islamic Societies (RLE Politics of Islam)
This book examines the processes of Islamization, Arabization, and Africanization in the Muslim
societies of Africa.

Islamic Homosexualities
This handbook addresses the historical background of the Islamic world and reviews its basic past
intellectual achievements. It studies social progress of these regions and sub-regions in comparison with
other parts of the world. It uses large data sets and well established statistically weighted Indexes in order
to assess the nature and pace of the multiple facets of social change in member states of the Organization
of Islamic Cooperation (OIC). The handbook extensively discusses the main challenges confronting the
Islamic nations in the social, economic, political, and ideological fields. Though it is recognizable that
social change in the Islamic World is generally positive, it remains highly variable in pace and there is
room to speed it up to the benefit of millions of deprived Muslim people. Hence, the book studies the
different propositions and programs of action, such as the United Nations’ Millennium Development
Campaign and the OIC’s Ten-Year Programme of Action to present an integrated and comprehensive
agenda of action to help improve the situation in the Islamic World.

The Wiley Blackwell History of Islam
A History of the Islamic World, 600–1800 supplies a fresh and unique survey of the formation of the
Islamic world and the key developments that characterize this broad region’s history from late
antiquity up to the beginning of the modern era. Containing two chronological parts and fourteen
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chapters, this impressive overview explains how different tides in Islamic history washed ashore diverse
sets of leadership groups, multiple practices of power and authority, and dynamic imperial and dynastic
discourses in a theocratic age. A text that transcends many of today’s popular stereotypes of the
premodern Islamic past, the volume takes a holistically and theoretically informed approach for
understanding, interpreting, and teaching premodern history of Islamic West-Asia. Jo Van Steenbergen
identifies the Asian connectedness of the sociocultural landscapes between the Nile in the southwest to
the Bosporus in the northwest, and the Oxus (Amu Darya) and Jaxartes (Syr Darya) in the northeast to
the Indus in the southeast. This abundantly illustrated book also offers maps and dynastic tables,
enabling students to gain an informed understanding of this broad region of the world. This book is an
essential text for undergraduate classes on Islamic History, Medieval and Early Modern History, Middle
East Studies, and Religious History.

A History of Islamic Societies
Islamic powers in secular countries have presented a challenge for states around the world, including
Indonesia, home to the largest Muslim population as well as the third largest democracy in the world.
This book explores the history of the relationships between Islam, state, and society in Indonesia with a
focus on local politics in Madura. It identifies and explains factors that have shaped and characterized
the development of contemporary Islam and politics in Madura and recognizes and elucidates forms and
aspects of the relationships between Islam and politics; between state and society; between conflicts and
accommodations; between piety, tradition and violence in that area, and the forms and characters of
democratization and decentralization processes in local politics. This book shows how the area’s
experience in dealing with Islam and politics may illuminate the socio-political trajectory of other
developing Muslim countries at present living through comparable democratic transformations. Madura
was chosen because it has one of the most complex relationships between Islam and politics during the
last years of the New Order and the first years of the post-New Order in Indonesia, and because it is a
strong Muslim area with a history of a very strong religious as well as cultural tradition than is commonly
understood and is largely ignored in literature on Islam and politics. Based on extensive sets of
anthropological fieldwork and historical research, this book makes an important contribution to the
analysis of Islam and politics in Indonesia and future socio-political trajectory of other developing
Muslim countries experiencing comparable democratic transformations. It will be of interest to
academics in the field of Religion and Politics and Southeast Asian Studies, in particular Southeast Asian
politics, anthropology and history.

Health and Well-Being in Islamic Societies
Lavishly illustrated with over 300 pictures, including more than 200 in full color, The Oxford History of
Islam offers the most wide-ranging and authoritative account available of the second largest--and fastest
growing--religion in the world. John L. Esposito, Editor-in-Chief of the four-volume Oxford
Encyclopedia of the Modern Islamic World, has gathered together sixteen leading scholars, both Muslim
and non-Muslim, to examine the origins and historical development of Islam--its faith, community,
institutions, sciences, and arts. Beginning in the pre-Islamic Arab world, the chapters range from the
story of Muhammad and his Companions, to the development of Islamic religion and culture and the
empires that grew from it, to the influence that Islam has on today's world. The book covers a wide array
of subjects, casting light on topics such as the historical encounter of Islam and Christianity, the role of
Islam in the Mughal and Ottoman empires, the growth of Islam in Southeast Asia, China, and Africa,
the political, economic, and religious challenges of European imperialism in the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries, and Islamic communities in the modern Western world. In addition, the book offers
excellent articles on Islamic religion, art and architecture, and sciences as well as bibliographies. Events
in the contemporary world have led to an explosion of interest and scholarly work on Islam. Written for
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the general reader but also appealing to specialists, The Oxford History of Islam offers the best of that
recent scholarship, presented in a readable style and complemented by a rich variety of illustrations.

The Social Origins of Islam
Muslim Societies in Africa provides a concise overview of Muslim societies in Africa in light of their role
in African history and the history of the Islamic world. Roman Loimeier identifies patterns and
peculiarities in the historical, social, economic, and political development of Africa, and addresses the
impact of Islam over the longue durée. To understand the movements of peoples and how they came
into contact, Loimeier considers geography, ecology, and climate as well as religious conversion, trade,
and slavery. This comprehensive history offers a balanced view of the complexities of the African Muslim
past while looking toward Africa’s future role in the globalized Muslim world.

Islamic Societies in Practice
There has been a significant upsurge of western interest in the political manifestations and significance of
Islam in the last decade, fuelled by the notion of Islamic ‘revival’, the Iranian revolution and by
events in countries as diverse as Egypt, Pakistan and Sudan. Oil power and its effect on the international
economic order, the relationship of Muslim countries with the superpowers and the continuation of the
Arab-Israeli conflict have also served to focus attention on Islamic politics and, in particular, on the
notion of Islamic reassertion. As the author of this book argues, one result of this interest has been the
development of a view of Islam as monolithic and implacable. He takes a broad view of the intellectual
and cultural history of Islam, emphasising the extraordinary diversity of Islamic societies and the ways in
which the ideal is often pragmatically adapted to reality. In this wider social and historical context, the
nature of Islamic revival is then reassessed. First published in 1988.

Israel's Armor
This book presents a rounded picture of Islam, from current issues of fundamentalism, to its culture and
art.

Charity in Islamic Societies
This volume showcases a variety of innovative approaches to the study of Muslim societies and cultures,
inspired by and honouring Gudrun Kr mer and her role in transforming the landscape of Islamic
Studies.

The Calligraphic State
This volume examines the use of legal documents for the history of Muslim societies, presenting case
studies from different periods and areas of the Muslim world from medieval Iran and Egypt to
contemporary Yemen and Morocco, and involving multiple disciplinary approaches.

Women in Islamic Societies
An accessible, transregional exploration of how Islam and Asia have shaped each other's histories,
societies and cultures from the seventh century to today.

Architectural Excellence in Islamic Societies
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This insightful text challenges popular belief that faith-based Islamic schools isolate Muslim learners,
impose dogmatic religious views, and disregard academic excellence. This book attempts to paint a
starkly different picture. Grounded in the premise that not all Islamic schools are the same, the historical
narratives illustrate varied visions and approaches to Islamic schooling that showcase a richness of
educational thought and aspiration. A History of Islamic Schooling in North America traces the growth
and evolution of elementary and secondary private Islamic schools in Canada and the United States.
Intersecting narratives between schools established by indigenous African American Muslims as early as
the 1930s with those established by immigrant Muslim communities in the 1970s demonstrate how and
why Islamic Education is in a constant, ongoing process of evolution, renewal, and adaptation. Drawing
on the voices, perspectives, and narratives of pioneers and visionaries who established the earliest Islamic
schools, chapters articulate why Islamic schools were established, what distinguishes them from one
another, and why they continue to be important. This book will be of great interest to graduate and
postgraduate students, researchers, academics, teaching professionals in the fields of Islamic education,
religious studies, multicultural education curriculum studies, and faith-based teacher education.

Islam in Historical Perspective
An accessible worldwide history of Muslim societies provides updated coverage of each country and
region, in a volume that discusses their origins and evolution while offering insight into historical
processes that shaped contemporary Islam and surveying its growing influence. Simultaneous. (Social
Science)

Ways of Knowing Muslim Cultures and Societies
As Cemil Aydin explains in this provocative history, it is a misconception to think that the world’s 1.5
billion Muslims constitute a single religio-political entity. How did this mistaken belief arise, why is it so
widespread, and how can its grip be loosened so that a more fruitful discussion about politics in Muslim
societies can begin?

A History of Islamic Societies
First published in 1983, this edited collection is based on contributions at a Scandinavian symposium on
the place of women in Islamic society. It offers perspectives which illuminate our understanding of social
relationships and structures pertaining to a vast number of the world’s population dispersed
throughout Asia and Africa. Sociological and anthropological investigations of social organization and
the behavioural patterns provided in these papers demonstrate that the status of women, their rights,
duties and control over property, their body, the degree of seclusion and veiling, vary considerably.
Overall, this collection of papers show that the relationship between Islam and the everyday lives of
Muslim women is a complex picture, one that is confronted with a considerable range of interpretations
of laws and traditions. This book will be of particular interest to those studying women and Islam,
anthropology, religion and sociology.

The Idea of the Muslim World
Landscapes of the Islamic World
From the first hospitals to pioneering pharmacy techniques, the early history of medicine reflects the
groundbreaking contributions of Islamic physicians and scientists. Less recognized, however, is the
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impact of Islam on the health and daily health practices of modern day Muslims. Meticulously
documented with current research sources and relevant religious texts, Health and Well-Being in Islamic
Societies sheds light on the relationships between Muslim beliefs and physical, psychological, and social
health. Background chapters trace Muslim thought on health and healing as it has evolved over the
centuries to the present. The authors provide even-handed comparisons with Christianity as the two
traditions approach medical and ethical questions, and with Christian populations in terms of health
outcomes, assuring coverage that is not only objective but also empirically sound and clinically useful.
And as the concluding chapters show, understanding of these similarities and differences can lead to
better care for clients, cost-effective services for communities, and healthier Muslim populations in
general. Included among the book's topics: Muslim beliefs about health, healing, and healthcare
Similarities and differences between Muslim and Christian health beliefs Impact of religion on physical,
mental, and community health in Muslims Understanding how Islam influences health Applications for
clinical practice Implications for public health Cultural awareness is critical to improving both individual
client health and public health on a global scale. Health and Well-Being in Islamic Societies is essential
reading for clinical and health psychologists, psychiatrists, social workers, and nurses, and will be
informative for the general reader as well.

Censorship in Islamic Societies
Islam in Historical Perspective provides readers with an introduction to Islam, Islamic history and
societies with carefully selected historical and scriptural evidence that enables them to form a
comprehensive and balanced vision of Islam’s rise and evolution across the centuries and up to the
present day. Combining historical and chronological approaches, the book examines intellectual
dialogues and socio-political struggles within the extraordinary rich Islamic tradition. Treating Islam as a
social and political force, the book also addresses Muslim devotional practices, artistic creativity and the
structures of everyday existence. Islam in Historical Perspective is designed to help readers to develop
personal empathy for the subject by relating it to their own experiences and burning issues of today. It
contains a wealth of historical anecdotes and quotations from original sources that are intended to
emphasize its principal points in a memorable way. This new edition features a thoroughly revised and
updated text, new illustrations, expanded study questions and chapter summaries.

Islamic Societies to the Nineteenth Century
First published in 1988, Ira Lapidus' A History of Islamic Societies has become a classic in the field,
enlightening students, scholars, and others with a thirst for knowledge about one of the world's great
civilizations. This book, based on fully revised and updated parts one and two of this monumental
work,describes the transformations of Islamic societies from their beginning in the seventh century,
through their diffusion across the globe, into the challenges of the nineteenth century. The story focuses
on the organization of families and tribes, religious groups and states, showing how they were
transformed by their interactions with other religious and political communities. The book concludes
with the European commercial and imperial interventions that initiated a new set of transformations in
the Islamic world, and the onset of the modern era. Organized in narrative sections for the history of
each major region, with innovative, analytic summary introductions and conclusions, this book is a
unique endeavour.

Brunei – History, Islam, Society and Contemporary Issues
"When Americans look at the Muslim world, they see a uniform culture (Arab) with a single language
(Arabic) communicated through a uniform religious belief and practice (Islam). Fluehr-Lobban shows us
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how simplistic and mistaken this view is."--Library Journal "Islamic Societies in Practice is an eloquent,
thought-provoking antidote to the American media's attempts to reduce the complexity of the Muslim
world to 30-second sound bytes. Fluehr-Lobban proffers insights which are the result of an open mind
and long-term field experience. She addresses the misconceptions which many Westerners have about
the Middle East, not only with fact and historical content, but also with anecdotal material about her
own experience there, an unbeatable combination."--Middle East Women's Studies Review "An
accessible primer on Islamic society, providing a good historical overview with a focus on how Islam is
practiced. . . . The author's descriptions of Islamic values and social practices, gender relations, and the
tensions within the umma, or the world Muslim community, are effectively filtered through her own
experience."--Publishers Weekly "A wonderful contribution to the field . . . a concrete set of images and
stories that offer many opportunities for discussions of the politics of ordinary life, as well as the
opportunities in the region for increasing democracy, greater human rights, and expanded women's
roles."--International Journal of Middle East Studies Originally written in the wake of the Gulf War, this
book introduced the West to everyday Arab-Islamic cultures and societies, humanizing the region and its
people. It ventured behind the headlines to offer a positive, constructive view of Islam and Muslims,
showing how Islam is lived and practiced in daily life. Now revised and expanded in the wake of the
9/11 attacks and the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, Islamic Societies in Practice embraces the breadth of
global Islam with significant new material on Islam in Africa, Asia, Europe, and the United States, as
well as the Middle East. New maps and illustrations are included, detailing the diversity and
representation of Islam and Muslims throughout the world. Additional material includes discussions of
male and female relations; folk Islam, popular expressions of faith, and the five pillars; Sufism, including
the Turkish Dervishes; ethnic and racial differences in the Muslim world; Islamic law and the application
of harsh punishments; political Islam and the future of the state in the Islamic world; and the many
voices of progressive Muslims--feminists, human rights activists, and anti-extremist writers. Carolyn
Fluehr-Lobban is professor of anthropology at Rhode Island College.

Islam, State and Society in Indonesia
"Throws completely fresh light on non-colonial yet modern systems of legality and moral power. . . . The
picture given of Islamic legal education and practice is one of the best available . . . a compelling read
and a fine book for teaching."—Paul Dresch, Oxford University

The State of Social Progress of Islamic Societies
An accessible worldwide history of Muslim societies provides updated coverage of each country and
region, in a volume that discusses their origins and evolution while offering insight into historical
processes that shaped contemporary Islam and surveying its growing influence. Simultaneous. (Social
Science)

Dreams and Visions in Islamic Societies
Muslim beliefs have inspired charitable giving for over fourteen centuries, yet Islamic history has rarely
been examined from this perspective. In Charity in Islamic Societies, Amy Singer explains the basic
concepts and institutions of Muslim charity, including the obligation to give on an annual basis.
Charitable endowments shaped Muslim societies and cultures in every era. This book demonstrates how
historical circumstances, social status, gender, age and other factors interacted with religious ideals to
create a rich variety of charitable practices, from the beginnings of Islam to the present day. Using
written texts, buildings, images and objects to anchor the discussions in each chapter, the author explores
the motivations for charity, its impact on the rich and the poor, and the politicisation of charity. This
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lucidly written book will capture the attention of anyone who is interested in the nature of Islamic society
and the role of philanthropy throughout history.

The New Cambridge History of Islam
Israel's Armor provides a foundational history of the Israel lobby and its influence on American foreign
policy.

The Cambridge Illustrated History of the Islamic World
A theoretically rich, nuanced history of Islam and Islamic civilization with a unique sociological
component This major new reference work offers a complete historical and theoretically informed view
of Islam as both a religion and a sociocultural force. Uniquely comprehensive, it surveys and discusses
the transformation of Muslim societies in different eras and various regions, providing a broad narrative
of the historical development of Islamic civilization. This text explores the complex and varied history of
the religion and its traditions. It provides an in-depth study of the diverse ways through which the
religious dimension at the core of Islamic traditions has led to a distinctive type of civilizational process in
history. The book illuminates the ways in which various historical forces have converged and crystallized
in institutional forms at a variety of levels, embracing social, religious, legal, political, cultural, and civic
dimensions. Together, the team of internationally renowned scholars move from the genesis of a new
social order in 7th-century Arabia, right up to the rise of revolutionary Islamist currents in the 20th
century and the varied ways in which Islam has grown and continues to pervade daily life in the Middle
East and beyond. This book is essential reading for students and academics in a wide range of fields,
including sociology, history, law, and political science. It will also appeal to general readers with an
interest in the history of one of the world’s great religions.

Discovering Islam
This book discusses architectural excellence in Islamic societies drawing on textual and visual materials,
from the Aga Khan Documentation Center at MIT, developed over more than three decades. At the
core of the discussion are the efforts, processes, and outcomes of the Aga Khan Award for Architecture
(AKAA). The AKAA recognises excellence in architectural and urban interventions within cities and
settlements in the Islamic world which are continuously challenged by dramatic changes in economies,
societies, political systems, decision-making, and environmental requirements. Architectural Excellence
in Islamic Societies responds to the recurring question about the need for architectural awards, arguing
that they are critical to validating the achievements of professional architects while making their
contributions more widely acknowledged by the public. Through analysis and critique of over sixty
awarded and shortlisted projects from over thirty-five countries, this book provides an expansive look at
the history of the AKAA through a series of narratives on the enduring values of architecture,
architectural and urban conservation, built environment sustainability, and architectural pluralism and
multiple modernities. Architectural Excellence in Islamic Societies will appeal to professionals and
academics, researchers, and upper-level students in architectural history and theory and built
environment related fields.

Legal Documents as Sources for the History of Muslim Societies
A History of Islamic Societies provides an authoritative and comprehensive treatment of the civilisations
and patterns of life of Muslims throughout the world. Part I deals with the formative era of Islamic
civilisation from the revelation of the Qur'an to the Thirteenth century and examines the transformation
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of Islam from a complex of doctrines and cultural systems into the organising principles of Middle
Eastern Society. Part II traces the creation of similar societies in the Balkans, North Africa, Central Asia,
China, India, Southeast Asia and sub-Saharan Africa. Part III considers the transformation of these
societies under the forces of technological change, industrial revolution and European imperialism. It
describes the emergence of modern economies, national states and secular ideologies in Muslim
countries and seeks to assess the role of past Islamic institutions and present Islamic movements in the
shaping of contemporary Muslim society.

Islamic Society in Practice
The dramatic impact of Islamic fundamentalism in recent years has skewed our image of Islamic history
and culture. Stereotypes depict Islamic societies as economically backward, hyper-patriarchal, and
fanatically religious. But in fact, the Islamic world encompasses a great diversity of cultures and a great
deal of variation within those cultures in terms of gender roles and sexuality. The first collection on this
topic from a historical and anthropological perspective, Homosexuality in the Muslim World reveals that
patterns of male and female homosexuality have existed and often flourished within the Islamic world.
Indeed, same-sex relations have, until quite recently, been much more tolerated under Islam than in the
Christian West. Based on the latest theoretical perspectives in gender studies, feminism, and gay studies,
Homosexuality in the Muslim World includes cultural and historical analyses of the entire Islamic world,
not just the so-called Middle East. Essays show both age-stratified patterns of homosexuality, as revealed
in the erotic and romantic poetry of medieval poets, and gender-based patterns, in which both men and
women might, to varying degrees, choose to live as members of the opposite sex. The contributors draw
on historical documents, literary texts, ethnographic observation and direct observation by both Muslim
and non-Muslim authors to show the considerable diversity of Islamic societies and the existence of
tolerated gender and sexual variances.

Muslim Societies in Africa
02 This concise history of Islamic censorship examines the turbulent question of freedom of expression in
Islamic societies. The book ranges from the ancient Arabians, to Muhammad's charter offering freedom
of expression to Muslims, to modern history, when control of communication shifted to the secularists.
Trevor Mostyn's incisive book culminates in an analysis of the current political direction of censorship,
and the control of freedom of expression. This concise history of Islamic censorship examines the
turbulent question of freedom of expression in Islamic societies. The book ranges from the ancient
Arabians, to Muhammad's charter offering freedom of expression to Muslims, to modern history, when
control of communication shifted to the secularists. Trevor Mostyn's incisive book culminates in an
analysis of the current political direction of censorship, and the control of freedom of expression.

A History of the Islamic World, 600-1800
A History of the Muslim World to 1750 traces the development of Islamic civilization from the career of
the Prophet Muhammad to the mid-eighteenth century. Encompassing a wide range of significant events
within the period, its coverage includes the creation of the Dar al-Islam (the territory ruled by Muslims),
the fragmentation of society into various religious and political groups including the Shi'ites and Sunnis,
the series of catastrophes in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries that threatened to destroy the
civilization, and the rise of the Ottoman, Safavid, and Mughal empires. Including the latest research
from the last ten years, this second edition has been updated and expanded to cover the fifteenth to
eighteenth centuries. Fully refreshed and containing over sixty images to highlight the key visual aspects,
this book offers students a balanced coverage of the Muslim world from the Iberian Peninsula to South
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Asia, and detailed accounts of all cultures. The use of maps, primary sources, timelines, and a glossary
further illuminates the fascinating yet complex world of the pre-modern Middle East. Covering art,
architecture, religious institutions, theological beliefs, popular religious practice, political institutions,
cuisine, and much more, A History of the Muslim World to 1750 is the perfect introduction for all
students of the history of Islamic civilization and the Middle East.

Islam in Perspective (RLE Politics of Islam)
Taken together the essays in this work not only provide new research essential to the study of Islamic
societies and Muslim peoples, but also set a new standard for the concrete study of local situations and
illuminate the forces shaping the history of modern Muslim societies. This collection is unique in its
sophisticated interpretation of the social protest and political resistance movements in Muslim countries
during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. The contributors take two principal approaches to the
study of their subject. Utilizing "new cultural history," they explore how particular movements have
deployed the cultural and religious resources of Islam to mobilize and legitimize insurgent political
action. Others rely on "new social history" to study the economic, political, and social contexts in which
movements of anti-colonial resistance and revolution have developed. This work brings together
contributions from specialists on Islamic North Africa, Egypt, the Arab fertile crescent, Iran and India.
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