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A Matter of Time: The Unauthorized Back to the Future Lexicon
Geralt the Witcher -- revered and hated -- holds the line against the monsters plaguing humanity in this
collection of adventures in the New York Times bestselling series that inspired the Netflix show and the
hit video games. Geralt is a Witcher, a man whose magic powers, enhanced by long training and a
mysterious elixir, have made him a brilliant fighter and a merciless assassin. Yet he is no ordinary
murderer: his targets are the multifarious monsters and vile fiends that ravage the land and attack the
innocent. But not everything monstrous-looking is evil and not everything fair is good. . .and in every
fairy tale there is a grain of truth. The Last Wish story collection is the perfect introduction to a
one of a kind fantasy world. And look out for The Tower of Fools, book one of Andrzej Sapkowski's
Hussite Trilogy, coming in October 2020!

Back to the Future: Tales from the Time Train
Marty McFly is stuck in 1955 without a time machine, but he must find a way to the year 1855, where Doc
Brown is trapped and being hunted by desperados
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Back to the Future: Telling Time with Marty McFly
From local bike-sharing initiatives to overhauls of transport infrastructure, mobility is one of the
most important areas in which modern cities are trying to realize a more sustainable future. Yet even as
politicians and planners look ahead, there remain critical insights to be gleaned from the history of
urban mobility and the unsustainable practices that still impact our everyday lives. United by their
pursuit of a “usable past,” the studies in this interdisciplinary collection consider the ecological,
social, and economic aspects of urban mobility, showing how historical inquiry can make both conceptual
and practical contributions to the projects of sustainability and urban renewal.

Back to the Future
Untold Tales and Alternate Timelines, part 1: BttF creator/screenwriter Bob Gale returns with all-new
tales from the twisting and turning timeline that made Back to the Future a, well… TIMELESS pop-culture
phenomenon! Take a trip back to 1985 and be there when Doc Brown and Marty McFly first meet, and then
jump even farther back, to 1945, to witness Doc’s involvement in the super-secret Manhattan Project.

Back to the Future: Time Served
Travel through time and experience the gastronomic history of Hill Valley with this colorful cookbook
inspired by the Back to the Future trilogy. Hill Valley may have changed a lot over the years, but the
idyllic town of the beloved Back to the Future movies is a treat to visit in any time period. Divided
into five chapters, this quirky cookbook explores the complicated history of Hill Valley through the
best possible medium: food. Start your culinary journey in good ol' 1985 with some delicious American
comfort food, then travel back to 1955 for some classic diner cuisine. Jump to the far future of 2015
and nosh on some dehydrated pizza. Things might get a little greasy in Biff’s alternative, dystopian
1985, but the hardy frontier food of 1885 will keep you going through shoot-outs, train robberies, and
whatever else the Wild West has to throw at you. Featuring full-color photography, alternative
ingredient suggestions, and helpful notes from some of your favorite characters (Hi, Doc!), this timehopping, genre-defying cookbook is the perfect gift for foodies, home cooks, and Back to the Future fans
of all ages!

Back to the Future Part III
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"Johnson and Suskewicz have raised a battle cry for the kind of leadership we need in these uncertain
times." -- Sandi Peterson, Member, Board of Directors, Microsoft We all know a visionary leader when we
see one. They're bold and prophetic and at the same time pragmatic. They don't just promote change--they
drive it, while inspiring and mobilizing others to do the same. Visionaries like Steve Jobs and Jeff
Bezos possess a host of innate qualities that make them extraordinary, but what truly sets them apart is
their ability to turn vision into action. In Lead from the Future, Innosight's Mark W. Johnson and Josh
Suskewicz introduce a new way of thinking and managing, called "future-back," that enables any manager
to become a practical visionary. Addressing the many barriers to change that exist in established
organizations, they present a systematic approach to overcoming them that includes: The principles and
mind-set that allow leadership teams to look beyond typical short-term planning horizons A method for
turning emerging challenges into the growth opportunities that can define an organization's future A
step-by-step approach for translating a vision into a strategic plan that teams can align around and
commit to Ways to ensure that visionary thinking becomes a repeatable organizational capability As
practical as it is inspiring, Lead from the Future is the guide you and your team need to develop a
vision and translate it into transformative growth.

Back to the Future: DeLorean Time Machine
The only globally-crowdsourced book on the future of payments (“PayTech”), offering comprehensive
understanding of a rapidly evolving industry at the centre of global commerce The movement of money
between individuals, organisations and governments is crucial to the world economy. The payments
industry has undergone immense transformation – new regulations, technologies and consumer demands have
prompted significant changes to the tools, products and use cases in payments, as well as presented
lucrative opportunities for entrepreneurs and FinTech professionals. As payment technologies become
faster and more efficient, companies and investors are increasingly favouring PayTech innovation due to
better customer experience, increased revenues and manageable risks. The PAYTECH Book brings together a
diverse collection of industry experts to provide entrepreneurs, financial services professionals and
investors with the answers they need to capitalise on the highly profitable PayTech market. Written by
leaders in the global FinTech and payment sectors, this informative volume explains key industry
developments and presents valuable first-hand insights from prominent industry practitioners.
Contributors include advisors and consultants to the payments and financial services industry,
entrepreneurs and business owners utilising cutting-edge PayTech capabilities, academic researchers
exploring the social-political-economic impact of PayTech and many others. Detailed chapters cover
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essential topics such as cybersecurity, regulation and compliance, wholesale payments and how payment
systems currently work and how PayTech can improve them. This book: Defines PayTech and identifies its
key players Discusses how PayTech can transform developed markets and accelerate growth in emerging
economies Describes how PayTech fits into the larger FinTech ecosystem Explores the future of PayTech
and its potential as an agent of social change and financial inclusion Provides diverse perspectives on
investment in PayTech and what consolidation and expansion will look like The PAYTECH Book: The Payment
Technology Handbook for Investors, Entrepreneurs and FinTech Visionaries is an indispensable source of
information for FinTech investors and entrepreneurs, managers from payments companies and financial
services firms and executives responsible for payments in government, corporations, public sector
organisations, retailers and users of payments.

Back From the Future
What does
after the
completes
family go

the future hold for the Brown family? Find out what happens to Doc, Clara, Jules, and Verne
end of BTTF Part III! It's 1893, and at last, Doc Brown fulfills his promise to Clara as he
the project he's been working on: the Time Train! But where in time and space will the Brown
on their inaugural trip? And what could possibly go wrong if and when they get there?

Back to the Future
Consider yourself a Back to the Future fan, butthead? If you've only watched the films, you've only seen
part of the story. "A Matter of Time: The Unauthorized Back to the Future Lexicon" brings you the entire
franchise: every character, place and object ever featured in the BTTF mythos, from the movies,
screenplays, cartoons, novels, video games, card game, amusement-park ride, music videos and more. Every
McFly, Brown, Tannen, Parker, Clayton and Strickland. Every crazy invention. Every Hill Valley businesspast, present and future. The Back to the Future Lexicon covers it all. This staggeringly complete
encyclopedia, written by the author of "Timeline of the Planet of the Apes" and "Lexicon of the Planet
of the Apes," contains: Nearly 3,000 alphabetical entries detailing every character, scientific
innovation, institution, location, vehicle, business and more, from every corner of the BTTF universe A
stunning painted cover and more than 25 breathtaking, full-page interior sketches from artist Pat
Carbajal, produced exclusively for this volume A foreword by BTTF.com's Stephen Clark, a noted expert on
the Back to the Future mythos Detailed listings of Doc Brown's many inventions, as well as all known
ancestors, descendants and aliases for every major character from the film trilogy An episode guide to
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Back to the Future's entire expanded universe A gallery featuring more than 150 covers from the films'
home-video releases, novels, comics and more

Back To the Future: Hard Time
Co-creator Bob Gale takes his most famous characters through new comic book adventures that expand the
universe created by the blockbuster films! On a mission to uncover the secrets that sent Jailbird Joey
Baines to prison, Marty is trapped in 1972, and the DeLorean has vanished! Things go from bad to worse
when Biff Tannen teams with 18-year-old Joey to break into a house and they drag Marty along! Their
target: Doc Brown's mom! Collects issues #22-25.

Back to the Future: the Heavy Collection
The highly anticipated continuation of Riad Sattouf’s internationally acclaimed, #1 French bestseller,
which was hailed by The New York Times as “a disquieting yet essential read” In The Arab of the Future:
Volume 1, cartoonist Riad Sattouf tells of the first years of his childhood as his family shuttles back
and forth between France and the Middle East. In Libya and Syria, young Riad is exposed to the dismal
reality of a life where food is scarce, children kill dogs for sport, and his cousins, virulently antiSemitic and convinced he is Jewish because of his blond hair, lurk around every corner waiting to beat
him up. In Volume 2, Riad, now settled in his father’s hometown of Homs, gets to go to school, where he
dedicates himself to becoming a true Syrian in the country of the dictator Hafez Al-Assad. Told simply
yet with devastating effect, Riad’s story takes in the sweep of politics, religion, and poverty, but is
steered by acutely observed small moments: the daily sadism of his schoolteacher, the lure of the black
market, with its menu of shame and subsistence, and the obsequiousness of his father in the company of
those close to the regime. As his family strains to fit in, one chilling, barbaric act drives the
Sattoufs to make the most dramatic of changes. Darkly funny and piercingly direct, The Arab of the
Future, Volume 2 once again reveals the inner workings of a tormented country and a tormented family,
delivered through Riad Sattouf’s dazzlingly original talent.

Back to the Future
The book examines questions of identity, ethnicity, sovereignty and insurgency in northeastern India,
and especially on Assam and its neighbourhood. Written by an academic-journalist, the various articles
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situate these in their larger social, economic, political and, above all, historical context, the last
being especially important in their becoming a part of colonial India relatively late, well after
colonial control was established in the rest of India. Based on close, ground level experience involving
extensive travel and interaction with the people, this collection is the result of a long journalistic
career spanning nearly 50 years in the northeast region. Written in simple, lucid language, the essays
cover a range of themes including culture, belief, and identity; homeland and language politics; and
insurgency and separatism. The volume also achieves a uniquely dual historical value – while the
articles themselves include a lot of historical information tracing the roots of the various issues
discussed, the articles themselves range from 1974 to 2010, providing the modern reader with a series of
historical moments captured in their immediacy. Of interest to students, academics, researchers in
politics, peace & conflict studies, politics, sociology, history, language, those interested in
northeast India, policy-makers, cultural studies, etc.

The Arab of the Future 2
First Published in 2000. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

Back to the Future
Great Scott! Go Back to the Future with Doc Brown and Marty McFly in this visually stunning look at the
creation of one of the most beloved movie trilogies of all time. Few films have made an impact on
popular culture like the Back to the Future trilogy. This deluxe, officially licensed book goes behind
the scenes to tell the complete story of the making of these hugely popular movies and how the
adventures of Marty McFly and Doc Brown became an international phenomenon. Back to the Future: The
Ultimate Visual History is a stunning journey into the creation of this beloved time-traveling saga and
features hundreds of never-before-seen images from all three movies, along with rare concept art,
storyboards, and other visual treasures. The book also features exclusive interviews with key cast and
crew members—including Michael J. Fox, Christopher Lloyd, Lea Thompson, Robert Zemeckis, Bob Gale,
Steven Spielberg, Frank Marshall, Kathleen Kennedy, and more—and tells the complete story of the
production of the movies, from the initial concept to the staging of iconic scenes such as the
“Enchantment Under the Sea” dance and the hoverboard sequence. The book also delves into the wider Back
to the Future universe, exploring the animated television show and Back to the Future: The Ride. Written
by Michael Klastorin—the production publicist on the second and third movies—with Back to the Future
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expert Randal Atamaniuk, this book delivers a range of surprises from the Universal Pictures archives
and also includes a wealth of special removable items. Comprehensive, compelling, and definitive, Back
to the Future: The Ultimate Visual History is the book that fans have been waiting for.

The Decadent Society
BTTF creator/screenwriter Bob Gale returns with all new tales from the twisting and turning timeline
that made Back to the Future a, well TIMELESS pop-culture phenomenon! From the Old West forward to the
1980s, from the 21st Century back to the Jurassic Period—and every time in between—Doc, Marty, along
with their friends and enemies, embark on time-space continuum adventures of epic proportions!

Back to the Future
How does an urban community come to terms with the loss of its future? The former socialist model city
of Hoyerswerda is an extreme case of a declining postindustrial city. Built to serve the GDR coal
industry, it lost over half its population to outmigration after German reunification and the coal
industry crisis, leading to the large-scale deconstruction of its cityscape. This book tells the story
of its inhabitants, now forced to reconsider their futures. Building on recent theoretical work, it
advances a new anthropological approach to time, allowing us to investigate the postindustrial era and
the futures it has supposedly lost.

Start With the Future and Work Back
Long before Marty McFly and Doc Brown travelled through time in a flying DeLorean, director Robert
Zemeckis, and his friend and writing partner Bob Gale, worked tirelessly to break into the industry with
a hit. During their journey to realise their dream, they encountered unprecedented challenges and
regularly took the difficult way out. For the first time ever, the story of how these two young
filmmakers struck lightning with the Back to the Future trilogy is being told by those who witnessed it.

Back to the Future Part III
Marty McFly and Doc Brown return to the old West in 1885 to prevent a gun fight in which Doc will be
killed.
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Grays Sports Almanac
Herbal Medicine: Back to the Future: Volume 2, Vascular Health
Start With the Future and Work Back: A Heritage Management Manifesto is a lively, often amusing, but
seriously perceptive take on the business of history and the history of business. The book explores The
History Factory’s role in creating and shaping the global heritage management industry, drawing on its
work with a broad array of corporations and the original business characters the firm has served since
its founding in 1979. At its heart, the book is a 21st century survey of innovative business leadership
that builds on the stories of courageous leaders at corporations willing to dig deeply into their
inventory of experiences to support authentic communications, establish credible brand positioning, and
improve employee retention and recruitment. Iconic examples of inside-out business positioning using
heritage range from the sartorial remake of Brooks Brothers to stories of innovation told by company
employees at Subaru; from New Balance’s immersive global headquarters exhibit that aptly conveys its
dynamic culture to the creation and maintenance of the Wrigley archive. The book makes a powerful case
for the brand value of applying corporate heritage for companies seeking to grow and remain relevant in
a competitive, global economy.

Back To The Future
Herbal Medicine: Back to the Future compiles expert reviews on the application of herbal medicines
(including Ayurveda, Chinese traditional medicines and alternative therapies) to treat different
ailments. The book series demonstrates the use of sophisticated methods to understand traditional
medicine, while providing readers a glimpse into the future of herbal medicine. The second volume in the
series continues on the theme of the previous volume, focusing on herbal remedies for cardiovascular
health. The topics included in this volume are: · Plants used for treating cardiovascular diseases in
the Iberian Peninsula and Balearic Islands · Herbal products for treating hypertension and
hyperlipidemia · Medicinal plants and the Mediterranean diet for treating obesity related cardiovascular
disorders · Traditional Indian cardiovascular medicine This volume is essential reading for all
researchers in the field of ethnobotany, natural product chemistry, nutrition and pharmacology. Medical
professionals involved in cardiology and internal medicine who seek to improve their knowledge about
herbal medicine and alternative therapies will also benefit from the contents of the volume.
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Back to the Future: Who Is Marty Mcfly?
Looking Back into the Future
A moving account of resilience, hope, fear and mortality, and how these things resonate in our lives, by
actor and advocate Michael J. Fox. The entire world knows Michael J. Fox as Marty McFly, the teenage
sidekick of Doc Brown in Back to the Future; as Alex P. Keaton in Family Ties; as Mike Flaherty in Spin
City; and through numerous other movie roles and guest appearances on shows such as The Good Wife and
Curb Your Enthusiasm. Diagnosed at age 29, Michael is equally engaged in Parkinson’s advocacy work,
raising global awareness of the disease and helping find a cure through The Michael J. Fox Foundation
for Parkinson’s Research, the world’s leading non-profit funder of PD science. His two previous
bestselling memoirs, Lucky Man and Always Looking Up, dealt with how he came to terms with the illness,
all the while exhibiting his iconic optimism. His new memoir reassesses this outlook, as events in the
past decade presented additional challenges. In No Time Like the Future: An Optimist Considers
Mortality, Michael shares personal stories and observations about illness and health, aging, the
strength of family and friends, and how our perceptions about time affect the way we approach mortality.
Thoughtful and moving, but with Fox’s trademark sense of humor, his book provides a vehicle for
reflection about our lives, our loves, and our losses. Running through the narrative is the drama of the
medical madness Fox recently experienced, that included his daily negotiations with the Parkinson’s
disease he’s had since 1991, and a spinal cord issue that necessitated immediate surgery. His challenge
to learn how to walk again, only to suffer a devastating fall, nearly caused him to ditch his trademark
optimism and “get out of the lemonade business altogether.” Does he make it all of the way back? Read
the book.

No Time Like the Future
Discover the secrets of Doc Brown’s time-traveling DeLorean with the first-ever under-the-hood user’s
manual featuring never-before-seen schematics and cutaways of cinema’s most iconic car. One of the bestloved movie sagas of all time, the Back to the Future trilogy has left an indelible impact on popular
culture. Back to the Future: DeLorean Time Machine: Owner’s Workshop Manual delves into the secrets of
the unique vehicle that transports Marty McFly and Doc Brown through time, including both the original
version of the car and the updated flying model. From the DeLorean’s unmistakable gull-wing doors to
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Doc’s cutting-edge modifications, including the Flux Capacitor and Mr. Fusion, this manual offers
unprecedented insight into the car’s inner workings. Filled with exclusive illustrations and neverbefore-disclosed information, Back to the Future: DeLorean Time Machine: Owner’s Workshop Manual is the
perfect gift for the trilogy’s legion of fans.

Looking Back to the Future
This book is an exact replica of the original Grays Sports Almanac as seen in the 1989 film 'Back to the
Future Part II' and contains 155 pages of sports statistics spanning 50 years. The cover has been
painstakingly created in high-quality crisp graphics using a genuine prop which was used for filming as
a reference to make this an exact replica. With 155 pages containing 50 years of sports statistics from
1950 to the year 2000, including American Football, Basketball, Horse Racing, Ice Hockey, Major League
Baseball and others. This is the perfect book for anyone who appreciates the Back to the Future
franchise, movie props, 80's movies or just sport in general.

Journeys in Social Psychology
Dash through Hill Valley history with this miniature collectible DeLorean! Experience beloved moments
from the Back to the Future trilogy with this whimsically illustrated, interactive board book and toy
DeLorean for fans of all ages. Time travelers can wind their way through the pages of history, visiting
familiar spots in this quaint town during the Old West, 1955, and the far, distant future of 2015. Just
wind up the DeLorean and--Great Scott!--watch it go! From the future home of Lyon Estates to the broken
clock tower in the center of town, follow along as the DeLorean visits all the hot spots from the hit
movie series. Bursting with fun facts and trivia about the town of Hill Valley, Back to the Future: Race
Through Time is both an informative blast from the past and a fun ride into the future.

Back to the Postindustrial Future
Co-creator Bob Gale takes his most famous creations through new comic book adventures that expand the
universe created by the blockbuster films! The secrets of Jailbird Joey threaten Marty and Doc–what did
Uncle Joey do in the past that was so bad and what does that mean for Marty in the present day of 1986?
You can bet your bottom dollar that Doc Brown has a theory! Collects issues #18–21.
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A U-Turn to the Future
"Based on the movie written by Robert Zemeckis & Bob Gale."

Back To The Future: Untold Tales and Alternate Timelines
The Last Wish
Back to the Future was the top-grossing film of 1985 and winner of the 1986 People’s Choice Award for
Favorite Motion Picture. This fascinating study places the film in the historical context of the Reagan
era, the “New New Hollywood,” and director Robert Zemeckis’s filmmaking career. Among the major themes
explored are time travel and the potential and pitfalls of science and atomic energy. The book also
considers teen culture in the 1980s and the 1950s, depicted in the film as a period in which traditional
“American” values and gender roles contrasted sharply with the more troubled decade from which Marty
McFly begins his time-traveling adventures. Includes 60 color stills from the movie.

Back to the Future 001
Back to the Future
The ultimate guide to the classic time travel trilogy by the host of Back to the Future: The
Podcast—“Great Scott, this is a must-read” (Ken Napzak, author of Why We Love Star Wars). The Back to
the Future series of films is, in a word, timeless. From the original films to spin-off cartoons, toys
and more, generations of fans never seem to get enough of Marty McFly, Doc Brown, and their adventures
through the space-time continuum. In this celebration of all things Back to the Future, author Brad
Gilmore discusses the films, the fascinating history behind them, and why they mean so much to so many.
Pairing his knowledge with his passion for the films, Gilmore explores aspects and movie trivia you
won’t hear about anywhere else. He dives into fan theories and provides answers to many questions
readers have—because, as a superfan himself, they are the very questions he has asked himself. This
volume features: Completed timelines of all the main characters from the franchise In-depth studies of
various Back to the Future fan theories that will surprise and intrigue you A detailed comparison of the
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films’ predictions of the future to our world today

We Don't Need Roads
Great Scott! The hilarious hit movie from the 1980s is now a wild and wacky picture book perfect for
kids of any age! More than 30 years after its theatrical debut, Back to the Future remains a perennial
favorite in classrooms and at family movie nights across the country. This story illustrated by Kim
Smith captures all the classic moments of the film through fun and kid-friendly illustrations. Follow
teenage Marty McFly as he travels from 1985 to 1955, meets his parents (as teenagers), and teaches his
father how to stand up to bullies. Complete with a time-traveling DeLorean, a mad scientist companion,
and a lightning-fueled finale, this is the perfect book for kids, parents, and anyone looking to go back
in time.

Lead from the Future
Back to the Future Almanac, 1985-2015
Learn how to tell the time with Marty McFly and Doc Brown in this interactive board book with fun
surprises on every page. Great Scott! Marty McFly is always late. It’s almost like he doesn’t know how
to tell time. Sometimes he’s in bed when he should be at school. Other times he’s back at school when he
should be at band practice. Help Marty get through the day by turning the die-cut wheel in the cover and
lifting the flaps throughout the book to find out where Marty should be at the proper time. With both
analog and digital clocks, young learners will get to see time in different ways. Back to the Future:
Telling Time with Marty McFly is an entertaining, nostalgic title in the PlayPop line of developmental
board books.

Back to the Future: Race Through Time
Co-creator Bob Gale takes his most famous creations on new adventures throughout the spacetime
continuum, expanding the universe created by the blockbuster films! Who is Marty McFly? That's what
Marty's asking himself, as it becomes abundantly clear his childhood memories don't match up with what
actually happened in this timeline. Then, Marty's uncle, "Jailbird Joey," is coming home but is Marty
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happy about this? In fact, he's not even sure why Joey went to prison in the first place, so when Marty
starts asking questions, he's shocked to learn it involves Doc Brown. Collects the final issues, #13-25,
of IDW's comic series.

Back to the Future: The Official Hill Valley Cookbook
This volume consists of personal narrative accounts of the career journeys of some of the world's most
eminent social psychologists. Each contributing psychologist is an esteemed scholar, an excellent
writer, and has a story to tell. Together, the contributions cover a time range from Morton Deutsch to
today, and touch upon virtually every important movement and person in the history of academic social
psychology. This book provides a fascinating insight into the development of outstanding academic
careers and will be a source of inspiration to seasoned researchers and beginning students alike, in the
fields of social psychology, history of psychology, and beyond.

Story-Based Inquiry: A Manual for Investigative Journalists
No Marketing Blurb

The PayTech Book
In the iconic film by Robert Zemeckis and Bob Gale, teenaged Marty McFly travels back in time from the
1980s to the 1950s, changing the path of his parents’ destiny . . . as well as his own. Now fans of the
movie can journey back even further—to the 16th century, when the Bard of Avon unveils his latest
masterpiece: William Shakespeare’s Get Thee Back to the Future! Every scene and line of dialogue from
the hit movie is re-created with authentic Shakespearean rhyme, meter, and stage directions. This
reimagining also includes jokes and Easter eggs for movie fans, from Huey Lewis call-outs to the inner
thoughts of Einstein (the dog). By the time you’ve finished reading, you’ll be convinced that
Shakespeare had a time-traveling DeLorean of his own, speeding to our era so he could pen this timetossed tale.

William Shakespeare's Get Thee Back to the Future!
From the New York Times columnist and bestselling author of Bad Religion, a powerful portrait of how our
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turbulent age is defined by dark forces seemingly beyond our control Today the Western world seems to be
in crisis. But beneath our social media frenzy and reality television politics, the deeper reality is
one of drift, repetition, and dead ends. The Decadent Society explains what happens when a rich and
powerful society ceases advancing—how the combination of wealth and technological proficiency with
economic stagnation, political stalemates, cultural exhaustion, and demographic decline creates a
strange kind of “sustainable decadence,” a civilizational languor that could endure for longer than we
think. Ranging from our grounded space shuttles to our Silicon Valley villains, from our blandly
recycled film and television—a new Star Wars saga, another Star Trek series, the fifth Terminator
sequel—to the escapism we’re furiously chasing through drug use and virtual reality, Ross Douthat argues
that many of today’s discontents and derangements reflect a sense of futility and disappointment—a
feeling that the future was not what was promised, that the frontiers have all been closed, and that the
paths forward lead only to the grave. In this environment we fear catastrophe, but in a certain way we
also pine for it—because the alternative is to accept that we are permanently decadent: aging,
comfortable and stuck, cut off from the past and no longer confident in the future, spurning both memory
and ambition while we wait for some saving innovation or revelations, growing old unhappily together in
the glowing light of tiny screens. Correcting both optimists who insist that we’re just growing richer
and happier with every passing year and pessimists who expect collapse any moment, Douthat provides an
enlightening diagnosis of the modern condition—how we got here, how long our age of frustration might
last, and how, whether in renaissance or catastrophe, our decadence might ultimately end.
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