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Holy Warriors
This book deals with patronate and patronage ("wal?'") of early and classical Islam. Though "Webster's
Third" has the term "mawla," the concept remains very difficult to come to grips with. Fourteen
contributions by renowned scholars analyze the social and cultural phenomenon of "wal?'" from various
angles. As a whole, the book conveys what we presently know about patronate and patronage during the
first four centuries of Islam. Inasmuch as the contributors have used different methods - from a close
rereading of primary sources to the application of social theory and quantitative analysis - the book
additionally offers an overview of methodologies current in the field of Islamic Studies.

The Walking Qur'an
Drawing upon Arabic literary sources, iconographic evidence and archaeological finds, this book
examines trade, port towns, ship construction, seamanship, ship typology and their historical
development in the Western Indian Ocean, focussing on the Medieval Islamic period but including
earlier sources.

The Crucible of Islam
An accessible worldwide history of Muslim societies provides updated coverage of each country and
region, in a volume that discusses their origins and evolution while offering insight into historical
processes that shaped contemporary Islam and surveying its growing influence. Simultaneous. (Social
Science)

The Development of Islamic Ritual
To enable the reader to shape, or perhaps reshape, an understanding of the Islamic tradition, F. E. Peters
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skillfully combines extensive passages from Islamic texts with a fascinating commentary of his own. In
so doing, he presents a substantial body of literary evidence that will enable the reader to grasp the bases
of Muslim faith and, more, to get some sense of the breadth and depth of Islamic religious culture as a
whole. The voices recorded here are those of Muslims engaged in discourse with their God and with
each other--historians, lawyers, mystics, and theologians, from the earliest Companions of the Prophet
Muhammad down to Ibn Rushd or "Averroes" (d. 1198), al-Nawawi (d. 1278), and Ibn Khaldun (d.
1406). These religious seekers lived in what has been called the "classical" period in the development of
Islam, the era when the exemplary works of law and spirituality were written, texts of such universally
acknowledged importance that subsequent generations of Muslims gratefully understood themselves as
heirs to an enormously broad and rich legacy of meditation on God's Word. "Islam" is a word that seems
simple to understand. It means "submission," and, more specifically in the context where it first and
most familiarly appears, "submission to the will of God." That context is the Quran, the Sacred Book of
the Muslims, from which flow the patterns of belief and practice that today claim the spiritual allegiance
of hundreds of millions around the globe. By drawing on the works of the great masters--Islam in its
own words--Peters enriches our understanding of the community of "those who have submitted" and
their imposing religious and political culture, which is becoming ever more important to the West.

Arabic Historical Thought in the Classical Period
Challenging beliefs about intellectual culture, Makdisi reaffirms the links between Western and Arabic
thought and shows that although scholasticism and humanism have long been considered to be exclusive
to the Western world, they have their roots in the medieval Islamic world.

Religion, Law, and Learning in Classical Islam
Hadith is understood here in its broader meaning as the bulk of the texts which contain information on
the prophet Muhammad and his Companions, having the form of transmissions from them. The
reliability of this material as a source for early Islam is still a highly debated issue. This selection of
articles presents the different points of view in this debate and the varying methodological approaches
with which scholars trained in modern secular sciences have tried to find a solution to the problem.

The Rise of Humanism in Classical Islam and the Christian West
This volume is concerned with the origins, development and character of ritual in Islam. The focus is
upon the rituals associated with the five 'pillars of Islam': the credal formula, prayer, alms, fasting and
pilgrimage. Since the 19th century academic scholarship has sought to investigate Muslim rituals from
the point of view of history, the study of religion, and the social sciences, and a set of the most important
and influential contributions to this debate, some of them translated into English for the first time, is
brought together here. Participation in the ritual life of Islam is for most Muslims the predominant
expression of their adherence to the faith and of their religious identity. The Development of Islamic
Ritual shows some of the ways in which this important aspect of Islam developed to maturity in the first
centuries of Islamic history.

Knowledge and Education in Classical Islam: Religious Learning between Continuity and
Change (2 vols)
This book examines the way in which early Muslims begin to understand normative Islamic practice
through the role of Muslim scholars who define, preserve, and pass on Islamic traditions. This later
becomes the foundation of Sunni identity and Sufi piety. In the figure of ʿAbdallāh b. al-Mubārak
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(118–181/736–797), we find a paragon of the fields of ḥadīth, zuhd, and jihād, as attested to by the large
number of references to him in the classical Islamic texts.

A Reader on Classical Islam
A History of the Islamic World, 600–1800 supplies a fresh and unique survey of the formation of the
Islamic world and the key developments that characterize this broad region’s history from late antiquity
up to the beginning of the modern era. Containing two chronological parts and fourteen chapters, this
impressive overview explains how different tides in Islamic history washed ashore diverse sets of
leadership groups, multiple practices of power and authority, and dynamic imperial and dynastic
discourses in a theocratic age. A text that transcends many of today’s popular stereotypes of the
premodern Islamic past, the volume takes a holistically and theoretically informed approach for
understanding, interpreting, and teaching premodern history of Islamic West-Asia. Jo Van Steenbergen
identifies the Asian connectedness of the sociocultural landscapes between the Nile in the southwest to
the Bosporus in the northwest, and the Oxus (Amu Darya) and Jaxartes (Syr Darya) in the northeast to
the Indus in the southeast. This abundantly illustrated book also offers maps and dynastic tables,
enabling students to gain an informed understanding of this broad region of the world. This book is an
essential text for undergraduate classes on Islamic History, Medieval and Early Modern History, Middle
East Studies, and Religious History.

Islam, Context, Pluralism and Democracy
This series of critical reflections on the evolution and major themes of pre-modern Muslim theology
begins with the revelation of the Koran, and extends to the beginnings of modernity in the eighteenth
century. The significance of Islamic theology reflects the immense importance of Islam in the history of
monotheism, to which it has brought a unique approach and style, and a range of solutions which are of
abiding interest. Devoting especial attention to questions of rationality, scriptural fidelity, and the
construction of 'orthodoxy', this volume introduces key Muslim theories of revelation, creation, ethics,
scriptural interpretation, law, mysticism, and eschatology. Throughout the treatment is firmly set in the
historical, social and political context in which Islam's distinctive understanding of God evolved.
Despite its importance, Islamic theology has been neglected in recent scholarship, and this book
provides a unique, scholarly but accessible introduction.

Knowledge and Beauty in Classical Islam
The Venture of Islam has been honored as a magisterial work of the mind since its publication in early
1975. In this three-volume study, illustrated with charts and maps, Hodgson traces and interprets the
historical development of Islamic civilization from before the birth of Muhammad to the middle of the
twentieth century. This work grew out of the famous course on Islamic civilization that Hodgson created
and taught for many years at the University of Chicago. "This is a nonpareil work, not only because of
its command of its subject but also because it demonstrates how, ideally, history should be written."—The
New Yorker Volume 1, The Classical Age of Islam, analyzes the world before Islam, Muhammad's
challenge, and the early Muslim state between 625 and 692. Hodgson then discusses the classical
civilization of the High Caliphate. The volume also contains a general introduction to the complete work
and a foreword by Reuben Smith, who, as Hodgson's colleague and friend, finished the Venture of Islam
after the author's death and saw it through to publication.

A History of Islamic Societies
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This volume examines the background to the rise of Islam. The opening essays consider the broad
context of nomad-sedentary relations in the Near East; thereafter the focus is on the Arabian peninsula
and the history of the Arab peoples. The following papers set out the political and economic structures of
the pre-Islamic period, and are concerned to trace the evolution of religious beliefs in the area, looking
in particular at the role of local traditions and the impact of Jewish and Christian influences.

The Emergence of Islam in Late Antiquity
This work is both an introduction to the genre of classical tafs?r and a detailed study of one of its major
architects, al-Tha?lab? (d. 427/1035). The book offers a detailed study of the hermeneutical principles
that governed al-Tha?lab?'s approach to the Qur??n, principles which became the norm in later
exegetical works. and a detailed study of one of its major architects, al-Thalabi (d. 427/1035). The book
offers a detailed study of the hermeneutical principles that governed al-Tha?lab?'s approach to the
Qur??n, principles which became the norm in later exegetical works.

A History of the Islamic World, 600-1800
Classic Ships of Islam
This volume offers an aesthetic reading of the Muqaddima by Ibn Khaldūn (d. 1406), a text that has been
studied up to the present as a work on historiography. It argues that the Muqaddima is also a
comprehensive treatise on classical Arab-Islamic culture and provides a picture of classical Arab-Islamic
aesthetics in its totality. The theme of the book is the intrinsic connection between beauty and
knowledge in the Muqaddima. Whenever Ibn Khaldūn deals with the problem of knowledge and
science, he also deals with the problem of sensual beauty as an instrument or an obstacle to attain it. Ibn
Khaldūn’s philosophy of history is necessarily also an aesthetics of history. His key-notion of “group
feeling”, the physical, ethic and aesthetic virtue of Bedouin societies, is at once the origin of the ascent
of centralised States and the cause of their ruin. It represents a tragic contradiction that applies to the
history of the Maghreb but then takes a universal value. It reflects a range of other contradictions
inherent to the "system" of classical Arab-Islamic aesthetics. These contradictions undermine the
aesthetic system of the Muqaddima from within and provide decisive elements for the emergence of
modern aesthetics. Offering a comparative approach, the volume is a key resource to scholars and
students interested in Arabic and Islamic studies, philosophy, aesthetics and global history.

The History of the Book in the Middle East
"Gabriel Said Reynolds tells the story of Islam in this brief illustrated survey, beginning with
Muhammad's early life and rise to power, then tracing the origins and development of the Quran
juxtaposed with biblical literature, and concluding with an overview of modern and fundamentalist
narratives of the origin of Islam. Reynolds offers a fascinating look at the structure and meaning of the
Qur'an, revealing the ways in which biblical language is used to advance the Qur'an's religious meaning.
Reynolds' analysis identifies the motives that shaped each narrative Islamic, Jewish, and Christian. The
book's conclusion yields a rich understanding of diverse interpretations of Islam's emergence, suggesting
that its emergence is itself ever-developing" -- Publisher description.

Sufi Commentaries on the Qur'an in Classical Islam
Historian O'Neill examines a great variety of evidence from many specialties and reaches an astonishing
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and novel conclusion: Classical Greek Civilization was not destroyed by Barbarians or by Christians. It
survived intact into the mid-7th century when everything changed.

The Arabs and Arabia on the Eve of Islam
Meeting the ever increasing interest in Islam and Sufism, this book is the first comprehensive study of
Sufi Qur’anic commentaries and includes translations of many writings previously unavailable in
English. It examines the shared hermeneutical assumptions of Sufi writers and the diversity in style of
Sufi commentaries. Some of the assumptions analyzed are: * the Qur’an is a multi-layered and
ambiguous text open to endless interpretation * the knowledge of deeper meanings of the Qur’an is
attainable by means other than transmitted interpretations and rational thought * the self is dynamic,
moving through states and stations which result in different interpretations at different times. The styles
of Sufi commentaries are explored, which range from philosophical musings to popular preaching to
literary narrative and poetry. Other commentaries from the classical period are also investigated to
provide context in understanding Sufi approaches and exegetical styles.

The History of Islamic Political Thought
The influence of classical antiquity on the religious disciplines, theology, mysticism and law of Islam
cannot be overestimated. This work demonstrates the significance of the classical heritage by drawing
together a great range of literary renderings, paraphrases, commentaries and imitations, as well as
independent Islamic elaborations. Professor Rosenthal's collection includes the work of early authors,
authors of the Golden Age and later writers who imitated their works. The Classical Heritage in Islam
reveals that the Muslim adoption of and dependence on classical texts was not blind imitation or a casual
compounding of traditions, but rather an original synthesis and therefore a unique achievement.

The Origins of Islamic Jurisprudence
Knowledge and Education in Classical Islam: Religious Learning between Continuity and Change offers
fascinating new insights into key issues of learning and human development in classical Islam, including
their shared characteristics, influence, and interdependence with historical, non-Muslim educational
cultures.

Law and Tradition in Classical Islamic Thought
Based on a new source, this study reconstructs for the first time the early development of Islamic
jurisprudence at Mecca and challenges the current view of scholarship concerning the origins of Islamic
jurisprudence.

History of Islam: Classical period, 1206-1900 C.E
History and Development of the Arabic Language is a general introduction for students to the history of
the Arabic language. It is divided into two parts; the pre-Islamic language up to the emergence of the
first well-known works of Classical Arabic. Secondly, the transition from the pre-Islamic situation to the
complex Arabic language forms after the emergence of Islam and the Arab conquests, both in Arabia
and in the diaspora. The book focuses on the pre-Islamic linguistic situation, where the linguistic
geography and relevant demographic aspects of pre-Islamic Arabia will be introduced. In addition, the
book will also discuss the communicative contexts and varieties of Modern Arabic. The book includes
readings, discussion questions and data sets to provide a complete textbook and resource for teachers
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and students of the history of Arabic.

Al-Khwārizmī
The History of Islamic Political Thought offers a full description and an interpretation of political
philosophy from early Islam to the current age of Fundamentalism (622 AD to 2000 AD). Antony Black
takes the same approach as scholars usually do for the history of Western political thought, examining
the mentality, cultural milieu, and political background of thinkers and statesmen. He covers the
relationship of politics to religion, law, ethics, philosophy, and statecraft, as expressed through treatises,
occasional writings, official rhetoric, popular slogans, and other evidence of how people thought about
authority and order.

Islamic Science and the Making of the European Renaissance
This selection of papers by scholarly specialists offers an introduction to the history of the book and
book culture in West Asia and North Africa from antiquity to the 20th century. The flourishing and longlived manuscript tradition is discussed in its various aspects - social and economic as well as technical
and aesthetic. The very early but abortive introduction of printing - long before Gutenberg - and the
eventual, belated acceptance of the printed book and the development of print culture are explored in
further groups of papers. Cultural, aesthetic, technological, religious, social, political and economic
factors are all considered throughout the volume. Although the articles reflect the predominance in the
area of Muslim books - Arabic, Persian and Turkish - the Hebrew, Syriac and Armenian contributions
are also discussed. The editor’s introduction provides a survey of the field from the origins of writing to
the modern literary and intellectual revivals.

The Classical Heritage in Islam
Compilation of articles previously published in journals.

The Cambridge Companion to Classical Islamic Theology
This sourcebook presents more than fifty new translations of key Islamic texts. Edited and translated by
three leading specialists it illustrates the growth of Islamic thought from its seventh-century origins to
the end of the medieval period.

History and Development of the Arabic Language
Salvation and Hell in Classical Islamic Thought uses classical Islamic sources to trace the development
of Islamic eschatology during the formative centuries of Islamic intellectual history. Marco Demichelis
draws on classical Islamic scholars, including Ibn Sina, al-Ghazali, Ibn Taymiyya, and Ibn Qayyim alJawziyya, to bring together concepts from Islamic philosophy, theology and mysticism – including protoSufism – to examine the interplay of these concepts between these traditions. The doctrines of salvation
from Hell are examined in depth, in particular the theory of the annihilation of Hell, which proposes the
idea that there will be a time when Hell will be empty and no longer inhabited. This is the first book to
examine Islamic eschatology in the classical period, and adds to the growing scholarship on Islamic
views on salvation and the eternity of Hell. It will be essential reading for scholars of Islamic intellectual
history, theology, and comparative religion.

Women in Classical Islamic Law
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The first critical edition of Al-Khwarizmi's Algebra.

Hadith
In the Middle Ages, a varied and vibrant Islamic culture flourished in all its aspects, from religious
institutions to legal and scientific endeavors. Lassner, Reisman, and Bonner detail how all three
montheist traditions are linked to the same sacred history. They trace the most current scholarship on the
Arabian background to Islam, the prophet's early religious message and its appeal. They the Qur'an and
how it would have been understood by the earliest generations of Muslims. How much does historical
memory come into play in current depictions of this early era? Beyond religious institutions, Muslim
scholars and scientists were vital to both the transmission of knowledge from the Greek civilization and
to the uninterrupted progress of science. The authors explore the role that non-Muslim minorities played
within this culture and they detail the splits within the Muslim world that continue to this day.

Patronate And Patronage in Early And Classical Islam
Drawing on legal and ad th texts from the formative and classical periods of Islamic legal history, this
book offers an overview of the development of the questions prominent jurists asked and answered
about women s issues. All assumed a woman would marry and thus the book concentrates on women s
family life. The introduction establishes the historical framework within which the jurists worked. A
chapter on Qur n verses devoted to women s lives is followed by chapters on marriage and divorce
which compare the views of jurists during the formative period. The fourth chapter describes the
evolution from the formative to the classical periods. The fifth uses material from both periods to
describe the array of legal opinion about other aspects of women s lives in and outside their homes.
Throughout, jurists opinions are juxtaposed with relevant quotations from contemporaneous ad th
collections.

Rediscovering the Islamic Classics
A survey of an entire tradition of historical thought and writing across a span of eight hundred years.

Salvation and Hell in Classical Islamic Thought
Islam, Context, Pluralism and Democracy aspires to clarify the tensions and congruences between the
revelational and the rational, the text and the context, the limits and the horizons of contextualization in
Islam, as these emanate from the Islamic interpretative tradition. This book examines classical and
modern Muslim interpretations with regard to the concepts of diachronic development, pluralism and
democracy based on Arabic-Islamic sources and literature. Focusing on the parameters of semantic
changes, methods of interpretation and cultural variables, it shows how this interpretative tradition offers
a diversity of ideas and approaches that can be utilized in contemporary debates concerning the sociopolitical contextualization of Islamic genuine thought. However, within this diversity, Islam presents
generic principles and core values as 'moral paradigms' that can deal with such modern challenges.
Based on the analysis of core Islamic texts and key-terms related to the discussed issues, mainly from
the Quran and the Sunnah, and the broader Arabic-Islamic literature, it explores the boundaries of the
mutable and constant in the Islamic worldview. Presenting classical Muslim interpretations and scholars
as possible interlocutors in debates over the compatibility of Islam with challenges of modernity, this
book is essential reading for researchers and postgraduates interested in Islamic Studies, Philosophy of
Religion and Political Science.
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The Venture of Islam, Volume 1
The rise and fall of the Islamic scientific tradition, and the relationship of Islamic science to European
science during the Renaissance. The Islamic scientific tradition has been described many times in
accounts of Islamic civilization and general histories of science, with most authors tracing its beginnings
to the appropriation of ideas from other ancient civilizations—the Greeks in particular. In this thoughtprovoking and original book, George Saliba argues that, contrary to the generally accepted view, the
foundations of Islamic scientific thought were laid well before Greek sources were formally translated
into Arabic in the ninth century. Drawing on an account by the tenth-century intellectual historian Ibn alNaidm that is ignored by most modern scholars, Saliba suggests that early translations from mainly
Persian and Greek sources outlining elementary scientific ideas for the use of government departments
were the impetus for the development of the Islamic scientific tradition. He argues further that there was
an organic relationship between the Islamic scientific thought that developed in the later centuries and
the science that came into being in Europe during the Renaissance. Saliba outlines the conventional
accounts of Islamic science, then discusses their shortcomings and proposes an alternate narrative. Using
astronomy as a template for tracing the progress of science in Islamic civilization, Saliba demonstrates
the originality of Islamic scientific thought. He details the innovations (including new mathematical
tools) made by the Islamic astronomers from the thirteenth to sixteenth centuries, and offers evidence
that Copernicus could have known of and drawn on their work. Rather than viewing the rise and fall of
Islamic science from the often-narrated perspectives of politics and religion, Saliba focuses on the
scientific production itself and the complex social, economic, and intellectual conditions that made it
possible.

The Emergence of Islam
Islamic law has traditionally prohibited women from being prayer leaders and heads of state. A small
number of Muslims today are beginning to challenge this stance, but they face considerable opposition
from the broader Muslim community. ‘Women and Leadership in Islamic Law’ examines the
assumption within much existing feminist scholarship that the patriarchal nature of pre-Islamic and early
Muslim Near Eastern Society is the primary reason for the development of Islamic legal rulings
prohibiting women from leadership positions. It claims that the evolution of Islamic law was a complex
process, shaped by numerous cultural, historical, political and social factors, as well as scriptural sources
whose importance cannot be dismissed. Therefore, the book critically examines a broad survey of legal
works from the four canonical Sunni schools of law to determine the factors that influenced the
development of the legal rulings prohibiting women from assuming various leadership roles. The
passages that elaborate rulings about women’s leadership are presented in translation as an appendix to
the research, and are then subjected to a variety of critical analyses to identify the reasons, influences,
and assumptions underlying those rulings. This is the first time works of all four schools of law have
been subjected to this kind of analysis for the express purpose of determining the extent to which gender
attitudes have influenced and determined the rulings. This book will therefore be a vital resource for
students and scholars of Islamic Studies, Religious Studies and Gender Studies.

Women and Leadership in Islamic Law
This collection brings together the work of some of the most prominent legal scholars and historians of
Islam. The assembled articles cover a wide range of issues from debates over the Qur'anic text and issues
of law to vibrant intellectual exchanges in philosophy and history. Taken together, these articles develop
key inquiries surrounding Islamic law and tradition in unique ways. They also exemplify a critical
development in the field of Islamic Studies over the last few decades: the proliferation of
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methodological approaches that employ a broad variety of sources to analyze social and political
developments in classical Islam.

Islam and Biological Evolution
Walking Qur'an: Islamic Education, Embodied Knowledge, and History in West Africa

The Emergence of Early Sufi Piety and Sunnī Scholasticism
"Historians have traced the traditions of Islamic scholarship back to late antiquity. Muslim scholars were
at work as early as 750 CE/AD, painstakingly copying their commentaries and legal opinions onto
scrolls and codices. This venerable tradition embraced the modern printing press relatively late-movable
type was adopted in the Middle East only in the early nineteenth century. Islamic scholars, however,
initially kept their distance from the new technology, and it was not until the end of the nineteenth
century that the first published editions of works of classical religious scholarship began to appear in
print. As the culture of print took root, both popular and scholarly understandings of the Islamic tradition
shifted. Particular religious works were soon read precisely because they were available in printed,
published editions. Other equally erudite works still in scroll and manuscript form, by contrast,
languished in the obscurity of manuscript repositories. The people who selected, edited, and published
the new print books on and about Islam exerted a huge influence on the resulting literary tradition. These
unheralded editors determined, essentially, what came to be understood by the early twentieth century as
the classical written "canon" of Islamic thought. Collectively, this relatively small group of editors who
brought Islamic literature into print crucially shaped how Muslim intellectuals, the Muslim public, and
various Islamist movements understood the Islamic intellectual tradition. In this book Ahmed El Shamsy
recounts this sea change, focusing on the Islamic literary culture of Cairo, a hot spot of the infant
publishing industry, from the late nineteenth and twentieth centuries. As El Shamsy argues, the
aforementioned editors included some of the greatest minds in the Muslim world and shared an
ambitious intellectual agenda of revival, reform, and identity formation. This book tells the stories of the
most consequential of these editors as well as their relations and intellectual exchanges with the
European orientalists who also contributed to the new Islamic print culture"--

Classical Islam
Based on epigraphic and other material evidence as well as more traditional literary sources and critical
review of the extensive relevant scholarship, this book presents a comprehensive and innovative
reconstruction of the rise of Islam as a religion and imperial polity. It reassesses the development of the
imperial monotheism of the New Rome, and considers the history of the Arabs as an integral part of Late
Antiquity, including Arab ethnogenesis and the emergence of what was to become Muslim monotheism,
comparable with the emergence of other monotheisms from polytheistic systems. Topics discussed
include the emergence and development of the Muhammadan polity and its new cultic deity and
associated ritual, the constitution of the Muslim canon, and the development of early Islam as an
imperial religion. Intended principally for scholars of Late Antiquity, Islamic studies and the history of
religions, the book opens up many novel directions for future research.

Islam in the Middle Ages: The Origins and Shaping of Classical Islamic Civilization
Is Islam neutral towards the idea of biological evolution? Does it support it or categorically reject it?
These questions are explored within the framework of classical Islamic scholarship by bringing an
accurate, up-to-date understanding of evolutionary biology to a systematic consideration of the
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traditional Islamic sciences.

The Formation of the Classical Tafsīr Tradition
Little is known about sixth-century Arabia. Yet from this distant time and place emerged a faith and an
empire that stretched from Iberia to India. G. W. Bowersock illuminates this obscure yet most dynamic
period in Islam, exploring why arid Arabia proved to be fertile ground for Muhammad’s message and
why it spread so quickly to the wider world.
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